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The hallmark of Arkansas and Southern Baptists is cooperation for the sake of the Gospel. The 
reason? Because cooperation engages more people and more of their skill sets from the motivation 
of passion rather than duty or obligation. Cooperation multiplies ministry because it creates love, 
servant heartedness, and engaging and equipping others in a way that multiplies the number of 
people who join in the ministry and the zeal with which they serve. This is what Paul describes in 2 
Corinthians 9:2 when he tells the Corinthian church that churches in other areas have been prepared 
because “your zeal has stirred them up.”

The incredible servants of the Arkansas Baptist Foundation serve with such a love for Jesus and 
Arkansas Baptists that they “stir up the zeal” of everyone with whom they work. Their love for Jesus 
and His church is evident. They never lose sight of how their ministry needs to focus on the folks 
who need to be saved. Their commitment to Jesus and ministry creates a desire in everyone they 
serve to get involved in greater ways in the ABSC’s gospel ministries. They go beyond their ministry 
assignments and use their platforms to introduce more folks to what the ABSC is doing together so 
more folks will give, pray, and go. Throughout their staff, their focus on connecting their work with 
gospel ministry is galvanizing, their spirit makes everyone want to be a part, and the excellence of 
their work challenges everyone to strive for the best in ministry. The ABF truly multiplies the zeal 
and impact of Arkansas Baptists in eternal ways.
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2020 has been an unpredictable and challenging year. Going through a global pandemic certainly 
was not in our plans as we wrapped up 2019. As COVID-19 provided the opportunity to reevaluate, 
rethink, and refocus, we were reminded that God has a wonderful plan for the Foundation and 
Arkansas Baptists.

During this unprecedented time, the strongest reminder we have received is the prompt to move 
the Foundation’s ministry forward. This is not a time to “hunker down”, not when our churches and 
entities need us in such clear and pronounced ways. This has been an intense stretch of ministry 
requiring both time and energy.

We have attempted to do our part by maintaining 2020 ministry distributions in an effort to provide 
financial stability and tangible encouragement to our ministry partners. We also spent countless hours 
assisting churches and entities with the CARES Act and more specifically the Paycheck Protection 
Program. Finally, we physically moved our office to a different suite within the building, granting us 
more space for our growing staff.

In August, the Foundation hired Patrick Henry as Administration Coordinator, where he will specifically 
assist church plants, Delta Network churches, and churches experiencing transition. He will also 
work in conjunction with the Convention’s business office in the area of administration. This addition 
to the Arkansas Baptist Foundation family culminated nearly two years of prayer and planning.

The Foundation continues to move forward into what God has for us as we strive to…

…SERVE Arkansas Baptist churches and ministries,

…ADVISE in areas where our staff are gifted and equipped, and

…ENCOURAGE stewardship both corporately and personally whenever possible

Bobby Thomas
President, CEO

ABF.ORG/PPP



3 • ARKANSAS BAPTIST FOUNDATION

WE PARTNER WITH PASTORS AND MINISTRY LEADERS BY:

Serving as a resource for estate planning, charitable 
giving, and governance issues

Administering charitable gifts benefitting
Arkansas Baptist churches and entities

Providing oversight to a ministry’s 
investment structure and strategy

Aggregating Kingdom resources 
to maximize pricing efficiencies

Offering investment options for 
reserve and designated funds

Consulting churches and entities through 
stewarship and administration solutions

More than 60% of the distributions this past year went to 
Arkansas Baptist agencies, churches, institutions, or ministries.
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The Arkansas Baptist Foundation is such a valuable asset to us as the Body of Christ to further help 
us in sharing the Gospel and meeting the needs of God’s people and the community. 
 
They also provide many needed resources to better teach and train every member in any area of the 
church, which affords us the opportunity to continue the work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
 
The Arkansas Baptist Foundation is not only there to assist as a resource but also to help the church 
through certain crises. So, as the pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church, we are both grateful for not 
just being a part of an Association, Convention, or Foundation, but a family that loves the Body of 
Christ and the local church.

RICKY LATTIMORE, PASTOR, TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH - DERMOTT

Hey Arkansas Baptists, I just wanted to take a minute to remind you and your church of a great 
resource available to you, The Arkansas Baptist Foundation.  Whether its consulting and guidance, gift 
administration and oversight, or tax, finance, estate planning legal issues for your church, I encourage 
you to allow the Foundation staff to assist you.  And for you as an individual the Foundation is there 
to help guide you in gift giving, estate planning, and scholarships.  Central, like many churches, has 
many resources in these areas available to us.  But we choose the Foundation, not only because of 
their expertise and experience, but because of their world view of seeing the kingdom expanded.  So, 
thank you Bobby, Eric, Dillon, Curt, Patrick, and the entire staff helping us to have the most kingdom 
impact with the resources God blesses us with.

DR. BILL PANNECK, SR. EXECUTIVE PASTOR, CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH - JONESBORO 

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation has been a wonderful partner in providing guidance and best 
practices in the area of faithful financial stewardship. Their consultation has been a great service 
in ensuring the resources provided at First Baptist are being utilized for the purposes and growth of 
God’s kingdom. What a great support for pastors and administrators.

RANDY CAMERON, PASTOR OF CHURCH GROWTH & DISCIPLESHIP, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - BENTONVILLE



WE PARTNER WITH ARKANSAS BAPTISTS BY:

5 • ARKANSAS BAPTIST FOUNDATION

Helping them make Kingdom impact 
with the resources with which they 
have been blessed

Offering free estate planning for any Arkansas 
Baptist working in denominational service or 
looking to make a legacy gift to Kingdom causes

Providing charitable gift planning 
and processing

Serving as trustee, agent, and/or 
executor for charitable estates

Administering various scholarship       
opportunities to students pursuing an 
undergraduate or a seminary degree

We are pleased to continue offering an online portal for 
initiating your Legacy Giving Plan. Please visit abf.org/legacy
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GREG HOOPER, MILITARY & MISSIONS PASTOR, FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH - CABOT 

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation is one of the best kept secrets in Arkansas Baptist life. As an 
aging minister, with retirement in the not-so-distant future, I have found the Foundation staff to be 
an invaluable resource of wisdom and guidance. They approach my concerns and issues with great 
care. They strive to provide me the best, most accurate information upon which to make financial 
decisions. I cannot imagine making this journey without their wise counsel. The Foundation is a rich 
resource for Arkansas Baptists. 

BRAD LEWTER, SENIOR PASTOR, GRAND AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH - FT. SMITH

Since 1949 the Arkansas Baptist Foundation has helped Arkansas Baptists navigate the blessings 
of stewarding the resources God has given them. Individuals and churches alike within the 
Arkansas Baptist family are blessed to have this organization ready and willing to guide them in 
their stewardship journey. I have personally benefited from the guidance of the Arkansas Baptist 
Foundation and believe God has used these men and women to help advance His Kingdom through 
wise and Godly stewardship.

CHESTER WITHERSPOON, PASTOR, TABERNACLE OF GOD BAPTIST CHURCH - MARION 

On behalf of Tabernacle of God Baptist church and myself, we extend blessings to Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention for developing a such great ministry as the Arkansas Baptist Foundation in which 
has served, advised, and encouraged us, as we have needed it throughout this process. 
 
I would like to personally thank Bobby Thomas and the Foundation for all of the advice and help 
they have provided to Tabernacle of God. Through your generosity, we have become owners of the 
property located at 1714 HWY 77, Marion, AR. We appreciate all of the hard work Bro. Bobby Thomas 
and ABF tirelessly provided in helping to make this a smooth and peaceful transition. 
 
Because of their guidance we are now “Incorporated.” We are eternally grateful and thankful to God 
for each and every one of you! May God continue to bless each of you! 



Since 1949, the Foundation has distributed more than $470 million 
for God’s work in Arkansas and around the world.
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ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION  
 Cooperative Program       218,191 
 Teams & Ministries   691,852   
 Churches                   3,425,142
               Associations       192,067
 Agencies  1,323,966
 Institutions      8,763,800 
 SUB-TOTAL ABSC        $14,615,018

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION  
 International Mission Board     691,127
 North American Mission Board    327,587
 Colleges & Seminaries                       535,076
 Other SBC        98,890 
 SUB-TOTAL SBC           $1,652,680
 

OTHER MINISTRIES/CHARITIES          $1,594,758

LIFE INCOME ARRANGEMENTS                $2,561,340

GRANTOR REVOCABLE TRUSTS $1,950,929

GRAND TOTAL      $22,374,725
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2019  DISTRIBUTIONS IN ARKANSAS

CHURCHES & ASSOCIATIONS

ARKANSASDISTRIBUTIONS IN 
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These partnerships are made possible through the generous gifts of our ABSC churches. 

CHURCHEXCEL

Through our continued partnership with 
the Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability (“ECFA”), we have continued 
to provide pastors and church staff with 
access to ChurchExcel. ChurchExcel assists 
you in your stewardship journey by providing 
you with webinars, electronic tax guides, 
eBooks, toolboxes, podcasts, and more!

Visit: CHURCHEXCEL.ORG/ABF

Visit: ABF.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS

We are happy to announce 247 scholarships 
were awarded to Southern Baptist students 
in 2020. Through our partnership with 
ABSC, we were able to offer over 30 
different scholarships to students pursuing 
undergraduate or graduate degrees. We 
are thankful to our institutions of higher 
education for working with us and for 
Arkansas Baptists who desire to make 
investments into the lives of students. 

The ABF partnership has been and 
continues to be an incredible God-sent 
ministry and blessing to so many of our 
church planters and pastors throughout 
Arkansas, but especially in the Delta. 
They have continued to provide legal 
counsel, assistance setting up both 
state and federal documents, seminary 
extension scholarships, financial tools, 
consultations, and trainings that assist 
the churches to become IRS compliant 
with their finances. We are so thankful 
for ABF’s heart, passion, and kingdom 
partnership to share in the church 
planting journey.

WILLIE JACOBS, DIRECTOR OF NEW CHURCH 
AFFILIATIONS & CHURCH PLANTING STRATEGIST, 

ARKANSAS BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION 

The Arkansas Baptist Foundation wants to serve, advise, and encourage every Arkansas Baptist 
during these trying times.  One way that the Foundation serves Arkansas Baptists is by providing 
estate planning to those who are in denominational service. Additionally, the Foundation will 
provide free drafts of estate planning documents for lay members who’d like to leave at least ten 
percent (10%) of their estate to their church or favorite ministry. 

To streamline the process and provide a safe option for you and your loved ones, you can schedule a virtual appointment 
over the phone, Zoom, or FaceTime. You can also schedule an in-person appointment when you are ready. You can 
start the estate planning process from the comfort of your home by filling out the form at abf.org/legacy. If you have 
questions about estate planning or want to schedule an appointment, contact us at 501-376-4791 Ext. 5907 or email 
us at info@abf.org.  

VIRTUAL ESTATE 

PLANNING
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Thank you, Arkansas Baptists, for allowing us to serve through your Cooperative Program giving!

Visit: CHURCHEXCEL.ORG/ABF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MARK CONINE
Little Rock

LARRY WALKER
Russellville

NOYL HOUSTON
Jonesboro

JAY SHELL
Batesville

JOHN MCMORRAN
Little Rock
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Little Rock

DONNY WHITE
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NATALIE EVANS
Bryant

CLAY CUNNINGHAM
Benton

JEFF THOMPSON
Fort Smith

CELIA THOMPKINS
Bentonville

MATTHEW SHEPHERD
El Dorado

JIM HARRIS
Rogers

MIKE SEABAUGH
Magnolia

I was surprised by the invitation, humbled by the experience, thankful for the activities and interaction, 
and blessed by all the relationships and new friends. I would not trade the experience I had in serving on 
the Board for the Arkansas Baptist Foundation for anything.

WILL RUSHER, FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER 



CALL TO   ACTION

ABF.ORG  |   501 .376 .4791 

10  REMINGTON DRIVE  |   L ITTLE ROCK  |   ARKANSAS 72204

The Foundation seeks to serve, advise and encourage Arkansas Baptists 
especially as it relates to stewarding the resources with which they have 
been entrusted. 

Ten percent: A Call to Biblical Stewardship is a free resource written by SBC 
Executive Committee President and CEO Ronnie Floyd encouraging the act of 
worship through giving. 

Visit sbc.net/stewardship for more information.


